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Woodworking at its

FINEST
Kingwood has produced over 5,000 kitchens
and related projects in its 40-year history. Our
furniture grade custom cabinetry designs can be
found in homes throughout Texas and beyond.

Please visit our new showroom in Fredericksburg,
Texas for additional information.

401 S. Lincoln St., Fredericksburg, TX  |  830.990.0565  |  www.kingwoodcabinets.com
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F r o m  t h e  e d i t o r

On The Cover:
A retreat built by Dalgleish Construction Company 
uses local materials to identify with its Hill Country 
surroundings, but interior finishes are soft, 
comfortable and elegant. Page 28

hen it comes to personal spaces in your home, 
bathrooms are a given. But what about kitchens? 

True, the kitchen is a public area, but it’s also the 
main — and most important — room in your home 

that should be customized to suit your specific needs. 
So however your lifestyle dictates your time spent in 

your kitchen, it’s the perfect place to add your own personal stamp.
For a family compound built by Dalgleish Construction Company in the sce-

nic Hill Country, the kitchen and living areas were set in a building completely 
separate from the sleeping quarters. Grand in scale and design, and able to ac-
commodate large groups of family and friends, its purpose of creating a gather-
ing space that encourages family time and conversation is successful. Marcus 
Mohon Interiors designed an ultra-contemporary kitchen, fitting of its high-rise 
location, with vibrant art and sleek finishes. And another family retreat, much 
more compact in size, certainly provides enough storage and amenities thanks 
to the Office of Architecture’s clever use of space and minimalistic design.

Bella Villa Design Studio was tasked with creating a low-to-no maintenance 
kitchen and bath that resulted in a gorgeous and smart use of affordable finishes 
that mimic the homeowners’ favored marble. For Bradshaw Designs, the goal 
was to respect the character of the home’s craftsman detailing. Wood panels and 
historic colors blend well with a high-end appliance suite, while a warm walnut 
island counter softens the surrounding Quartzite.

50 years ago, San Antonio gained national attention as the site for the World’s 
Fair — HemisFair 1968. In a tremendous effort by the city, major buildings like a 
hotel, arena, courthouse and institute, a lake, monorails and sky rides, and the 
beloved Tower of the Americas were constructed in a short three-year period. 
Though too young to remember, I was probably there — my dad can’t remember 
exactly if he and my mom took me along! However, I will be at the 50th anni-
versary celebration, where the city has spent years redeveloping the remaining 
portions of the original area for great family fun.

Don’t forget to check out our Facebook and Instagram pages for more design 
inspiration!

Best,

Trisha Doucette

Personal Space

W
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WE MOVED!
Please visit us at 

our new showroom in 

LAKEWAY

1110 RR 620 South  |  Lakeway, TX  78734  |  512-835-8453
w w w . t i m e l e s s i n t e r i o r s t x . c o m

Specia l iz ing in 
Wood, Tile, Quartz, Natural Stone, Granite and Carpet

ELEGANT DESIGNS, BEAUTIFUL DECOR
The Timeless Interiors philosophy is as timeless as our products: To provide our customers the highest level of service,

the most excellent technical and design assistance, and the best product quality at the most competitive pricing. From precision
fabrication to expert installation, our staff has the experience and technical know-how to deliver your job.

From spectacular backsplash designs, countertops, fireplace surrounds or flooring, Timeless Interiors offers a one-stop shop for all your 
interior/exterior surface needs. Specializing in quartz, granite, tile and other natural materials, we provide a level of expertise and service 

matched by none. Our beautiful new showroom is located in Lakeway. Stop by today for inspiration or call for an appointment.

TIMELESS
INTERIORS
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Trans fo rming the o rd ina r y 
in to  the  ex t raord ina r y.

Whether you’re doing a full home remodel, new 
construction, or replacement, LaCantina has 
windows and doors in shapes and styles that can 
be used in combinations to improve the beauty, 
comfort and energy efficiency of your home.

LaCantina offers minimal clean designs, superior 
operation and lasting durability. Our attention to 
detail and craftsmanship during the 
manufacturing process ensures that every 
LaCantina system meets your expectations for 
quality and performance.

Premium Dealer
2 1 0 . 3 4 4 . 8 3 2 1

g u i d o l u m b e r . c o m

Mike Holloway Custom Homes



Wood    |    Fiberglass    |    Wrought Iron       

Entry Doors    |    Patio Door Systems    |    Custom Doors & Glass

New Construction    |    Remodel    |    Installation

t h e f r o n t d o o r c o . c o m

San Antonio Showroom:
12402 West Avenue
San Antonio, TX 78216
(210) 340-3141

Austin Showroom: 
9222 Burnet Road, Ste. 104 

Austin, TX 78758
(512) 459-9034

Contractor, Haven Builders







dwell
The people, places and things that elevate your home and living.

Interior Design by Ainsworth-Noah Featuring De Gournay Hand-Painted Coco Coromandel Wallpaper/ Photography by Emily Followill
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style | tabletop

PERSONAL TOUCH
Hand-cut crystal, monogrammed linens, engraved 

silverware and gilded accents set the scene for 
a charming vintage-inspired soiree filled with 
whimsical patterns and contemporary colors.

Clockwise from top left:
Anthropologie Rediscovered Flatware / $36 for set of five / 
www.anthropologie.com

Fisheye Brooklyn Gold-Dipped Pink Pinch Bowls / $58 for set of 
two / www.food52.com

Chateau Baccarat Degustation Set / $240 / www.baccarat.com

Julia B. Quattro Mani Tabletop Collection / available in four 
collections / starting at $700 for set of 4 / www.juliab.com

William Yeoward Crystal Inez Carafe Bottle / $410 /
 www.johndabbsltd.com

Vietri Incanto Striped Scalloped Bread Plate / $112 / 
www.neimanmarcus.com

Table 
MANNERS

Produced by Ashley Hotham Cox
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Clockwise from top left: 
Luca Andrisani by Lenox Blue Azzurro Dinner Collection / www.belk.com
CB2 Basket Bowl / $44.95 / www.cb2.com
Jonathan Adler Mykonos Satin Stitch Napkin / $24 / www.jonathanadler.com
Jonathan Adler Nixon Cake Stand / $228 / www.jonathanadler.com
Fferrone Margot Red Wine Goblet / $120 for set of two / www.fferrone.com
Crate & Barrel Tour Wine Carafe / $99.95 / www.crateandbarrel.com
Mepra Due 5-Piece Cutlery Set / $152.20 / www.themine.com
Mint Pantry Estrela Salt & Pepper Shakers / $38.99 / www.allmodern.com

TAKING SHAPE
The traditional blue-and-white scheme 

takes on a modern approach by employing 
minimalist design, gold accents and clean 
lines to bring an architectural, geometric-

inspired element to the table. 
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Clockwise from top left:
Jayson Home Branch Brass Servers / $75 / www.jaysonhome.com

Robert Haviland & C. Parlon Daphne Dinner Service for Mottahedeh / 
available in six colorways / price upon request / www.elizabethbruns.com

Kim Seybert Beaded Placemats / www.elizabethbruns.com

Michael Aram Magnolia Medium Platter / $160 / www.brockmoran.com

L’Objet Han Spice Jewels / $185 for set of two / www.jungleeny.com

Juliska Amalia Full Body Red Wine Glass / $68 / www.elizabethbruns.com  

Blue Pheasant Tara Napkin Rings / $68 for set of four / 
www.graciousstyle.com

NATURAL 
CURIOSITIES 

Gilded leaf platters, brass branch servers, twig napkin rings and foliage 
motif dinnerware take cues from earth’s organic shapes and natural 

variations to create the perfect enchanting table setting.
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Clockwise from top left:
Emi Chair from Pianca Italia

www.nestmodern.com

Ascaso Dream UP V3 Espresso Machine
www.wayfair.com

Dimond Lighting Alva table lamp
www.fergusonshowrooms.com

La Cornue Historic Collection, Eggplant with Polished Chrome 
www.factorybuilderstores.com

Ultra-violet Velvet Vintage Butterfly Brooch Pillow, 12 x 12
www.deborahmaindesigns.com, www.pillowgoddess.com

Cyan Design Bella Vetro Purple Chandelier
www.luxedecor.com

PURPLE HAZE
PANTONE® INTRODUCES ULTRA VIOLET, 

COLOR OF THE YEAR 2018 

palette | purple

Wall, Sherwin-Williams® Soulmate 6270; 
Cabinets, Sherwin-Williams® Roycroft Suede 2842; 

Tile Backsplash, Architectural Tile and Stone 
Sharon Radovich, Panache Interiors, 512-452-7773
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AWARD-WINNING 
INTERIOR DESIGN

custom homes • lofts
spec homes • commercial

512.443.3200 
www.bellavillads.com 

Stephanie J. Villavicencio, ASID
Texas Registered Interior Designer 

(512) 785-7226
www.adamscompany.biz



profile | design board

Etch Design Group represents the philosophy that good design always leaves a lasting 
impression, and in this decadent owners retreat, we did just that. The custom Austra-
lian-lamb fur rug and plush neutral bedding offers a soft and subtle base, which is lay-
ered with rich hues of cobalt blue and sophisticated gray. The grand four-post bed with 
gold leaf accents offers a Hollywood glam appeal, which we paired with a mid-century 
ribbed back velvet armchair. The clients’ unique personal style is incorporated through-
out each custom element, striking a delicate balance between purpose and beauty.

JESSICA NELSON, ASID & 
STEPHANIE LINDSEY, RID, ASID

ABSTRACT BED, MODERN HISTORYCOLTON BENCH, BERNHARDT

CONRAD NIGHTSTAND, MADE GOODS

MAYA ARMCHAIR, 
BRABBU DESIGN FORCES

MONARCH SATIN, NAVY

TABLE LAMP, 
CENTURY

VELVET SCROLL, ZIMMER-ROHDE

MARCUS WILLIAM 
FABRIC, 

HAMMERED 2 DRESDEN
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HOME DESIGN

DALGLEISH CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, PHOTO BY NICK JOHNSON

Building Memories
Page 28

Rise to the Occasion
Page 36

Little Bunkhouse on the Prairie
Page 42

Keeping it Clean
Page 46

Crafting Charm and Luxury
Page 50

Hidden Homestead
Page 54

FEBRUARY / MARCH 2018   |   HOME DESIGN & DECOR AUSTIN-SAN ANTONIO   27





For a nature-loving family from Austin, a waterfront weekend home in 

the Hill Country became a special place to create lasting memories of good times together.

BUILDING 
MEMORIES

By Julie Catalano   Photography by Nick Johnson

n the family’s initial visit to the private 
community of Frio Cañon, the 3.5-acre site 
was love at first sight: “The combination of 
crystal clear spring water and giant cypress 
trees that line the Frio River,” recalls the 
homeowner. “It’s just an incredible spot.” 

“They were really excited about the country experience 
and being in a good place to raise kids,” says David Dalgleish, 
builder and owner of Dalgleish Construction Company in Aus-

O tin, and founder and developer of Frio Cañon, a 200-acre de-
velopment near Leakey that includes more than 100 acres of 
wildlife preserve, hiking trails, a history trail, and swimming 
and kayaking on the Frio River (www.friocanon.com).

For this country-style project of nearly 7,500 square feet 
encompassing three buildings — main lodge, sleeping cottage 
and guest quarters over the three-car garage — the emphasis 
was on craftsmanship over showmanship, resulting in “an air 
of authenticity in the home,” says Dalgleish. 
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Natural materials like exterior limestone, rough sawn ce-
dar board and batten siding, reclaimed barn wood inside and 
out, reclaimed oak flooring from century-old fencing sourced 
from Kentucky and Tennessee, and limestone floor and pa-
tio tiles display an exquisite attention to detail that “makes 
you feel like you’ve gone back 100 years when people cared 
about fine craftsmanship.” The architectural and design team 
included David Shiflet, Shiflet Group Architects; Blair Burton, 

Blair Burton Interiors; and landscaping by Rick Scheen ASLA, 
LandWest Design Group Ltd., all of  Austin. 

The 3,500-square-foot main lodge boasts an open floor 
plan of living, dining and kitchen areas warmed by an im-
pressive limestone fireplace. Sunlight streams through a 
custom structural steel ridge skylight over hand hewn tim-
ber beams from a 19th century Vermont barn and a custom 
Paul Ferrante chandelier from George Cameron Nash. Cus-
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tom Shaker cabinets by KingWood Fine Cabinetry in Fred-
ericksburg, Caesarstone® countertops from Alpha Granite, 
and a distressed and stained island by Evco Painting grace 
the sleek yet welcoming kitchen. 

Lueders limestone tiles from Hill Country Stone in Ker-
rville were hand tooled “to make it look like an old floor that’s 
been walked on for hundreds of years,” says Dalgleish. Other 
distinctive touches include 1 x 6 horizontal painted poplar 

planking wall treatments throughout the home, and custom 
vertical grain incense cedar exterior doors and windows. 

In the living area, pocket doors slip seamlessly out of sight 
to showcase the home’s inviting screened wraparound porch 
— a favorite of homeowner and builder alike — that make the 
space truly indoor/outdoor. “For half the year, those doors are 
open,” says the homeowner, for lively games of ping-pong or 
board games, grilling in the outdoor kitchen, or just relaxing 

PAUL FINKEL
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on couches with wine and conversation by the corner fire-
place. “There is a television in the main lodge,” says Dalgleish, 
“but it’s behind French doors. The homeowners didn’t want it 
or video games to be the focus.” 

A subtle, soothing palette of colors from nature allows 
furnishings and artwork to shine, particularly the unique 
items found on trips to the Marburger Farm Antique Show 
at Round Top. An extra special find is the French country 

dining table that evokes happy memories of a family trip 
to France. 

At day’s end, the family retires to the nearby detached 
1,500-square-foot sleeping cottage, where each of the three 
bedrooms has a loft and bathroom, with a shared kitchenette. 
Guests head for the 1,000-square-foot studio-style living quar-
ters above the three-car garage, with a queen bed, sitting area, 
double bunks and bath. 
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If this sounds like a glorious summer camp, that was the idea, 
says the homeowner, who wanted family and friends to enjoy 
outdoor activities, then relax in their own sleeping areas to rest 
up for another day of carefree fun. “The kids can be at the river 
the entire day and come back at dark. There’s a rope swing, the 
kayaks, water bikes and floaties,” he says. “They love it.”

Soon there will be even more to love, with the construction 
of a fourth structure — a 1,500-square-foot master suite com-
prised of three bedrooms and three baths, connected to the 
main lodge with a 25-foot delicate steel and glass enclosed 
bridge, continuing the design style and theme of a family 
camp-style retreat, a trend that Dalgleish says is becoming 
more popular in second homes. Homeowners want ample 
square footage (the addition will bring this compound to ap-
proximately 9,000 total) but not necessarily all in one place. 
“So architects and designers break it down into cottage scale. 
It’s much more heartwarming to walk into something that 
feels like a cabin than an auditorium.” 

The magic of the home’s setting, says the homeowner, “is 
not due to one thing. It’s everything — the river, trees, change 
in elevation, the cool breezes that come up the river.” A favor-
ite part of the day is the evening, when “behind the porch, be-
tween the house and the river, is like a giant football field that 
gets a lot of use, whether it’s kickball or throwing a football 
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or kids just running around.” With no light pollution from big 
cities, the night sky is brilliant with countless stars to watch 
and reflect on treasured memories that will last a lifetime. “I 
love this house,” says the homeowner. “I hope it stays in our 
family forever.” u

BUILDER   Dalgleish Construction Company
512-346-8554  |  www.dalgleish.net
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  Rise to the 
OCCASION

When two former oil industry executives were in the midst of reno-

vating a large historic estate in a gated neighborhood in Houston, 

they paused to ask themselves an important question: Why? 

 

“They stopped and said to each other ‘What are we doing?,’” 

recalls Marcus Mohon who had just finished designing the couple’s 

beach house in Galveston. “They are empty nesters with grown 

children and have several homes so they travel quite a bit. They 

decided they did not want a whole estate to manage.”

By Mauri Elbel   Photography by Casey Dunn
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hey realized they didn’t 
want the headache of having 
to hire a garden manager, a 
landscaper, a housekeeper 
— basically the full-time 
staff that would be required 

to maintain the property — so they made a 
drastic pivot.

“They moved into a glass box in the middle of 
Houston and completely switched gears,” says 
Mohon whose design firm, Marcus Mohon In-
teriors, went from designing a massive historic 
project to a light-flooded urban high-rise over-
looking the city. 

With the mindset of traveling frequently, 
the glass-surrounded space located in a new 
Houston high-rise on the edge of River Oaks 
offered the kind of lock-and-leave lifestyle the 
couple was looking for. Although the spec unit 
the couple purchased was already halfway com-
plete, Mohon reoriented the rooms to create a 
luxurious space that better suited their lifestyle 
and combined the building’s contemporary de-
sign with rich décor and furnishings rooted in 
French modernism. 

T
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“We used a lot of French modernist details and married 
them with the style of the very contemporary building,” says 
Mohon. “We held hands across time by blending the antiques 
they had purchased for their estate with the style of the brand 
new high-rise.”

Throughout their expansive home, which covers half of a 
floor, a juxtaposition between new and old is at play. Mohon 
carefully curated each space by integrating the French an-
tiques the couple had been collecting for their estate with the 
sleek architecture of the urban high-rise.

In the intimate lounge room, a shifted space that was orig-
inally the dining room, a mohair sofa custom designed by 
Marcus Mohon Interiors is paired with a vintage vellum cov-
ered coffee table, an antique rock crystal chandelier and con-
temporary bronze telescoping tables by David Sutherland. 
Deep brown leather chairs are reminiscent of those that ex-
isted in French smoking bars years ago, but Mohon arranged 
them with Swedish chairs covered in luxurious fabric. The 
bronze Jean de Mery sconces could be interpreted as both 
classic and modern. 

“It’s all about geometry,” says Mohon. “As long as every-
thing speaks the same language, pieces from different periods 
can live together.” 

Although Mohon says the wife was a little doubtful about 
the beguiling, seductive lounge space, it’s one of Mohon’s fa-
vorite areas of the home and the one spot the homeowners 
now say they always end up when sipping cocktails with 
friends or conversing after dinner.

In the living room, a Dessin Fournir chandelier and floor 
lamp are paired with a custom sofa and painted cushion by 
Marcus Mohon Interiors and gray antique oak hardwood 
floors. Among the streamlined, clean architectural lines, Mo-
hon points out that the space exudes a modern attitude with-
out being ultra-contemporary. 

While the existing kitchen is undeniably contemporary, Mo-
hon added balance in the space by creating a cozy breakfast 
nook and softening it with slip-covered chairs surrounding a 
custom bench and table he designed. 

“Those chairs could be used in a modern or classic environ-
ment,” he says. “That is how you bridge it — you use pieces 
that could go either way.” 

An additional favorite room is the wife’s office where chairs 
reupholstered in white leather create a stylish look against the 
boldly-painted built-ins coated in a color Mohon aptly describes 
as “the shade right before the sun disappears completely.” 

“Another space that turned out magical is in the corner of the 
master bedroom,” says Mohon of the sprawling suite that looks 
out toward the Houston Medical Center. “The master bedroom 
is huge so we tamed it with a couple of smaller areas.”

In the master bathroom, Mohon installed a copper Ann 
Sacks tub and fixtures they had purchased for the estate. 
“They didn’t go well in the estate, but they work really well in 
this bathroom with the sinks,” he says.

In the luxurious foyer, internal velvet curtains conceal the 
service doors in the windowless space where a champagne-
hued Murano chandelier hangs above shiny checkered mar-
ble floors, and Rehme steel and glass doors frame a corridor 
wrapped with paneled rosewood walls and inlaid brass. 

Ultimately, a project’s success hinges on creating a space 
the homeowners want to live in — and this Houston high-rise 
is evidence of a job done well.

“The clients love the space,” Mohon says. “It’s a big space 
that takes up half of a floor. They say they had a hard time, at 
first, just figuring out where they want to sit. But it all flows 
together really well.” u 

DESIGNER   Marcus Mohon Interiors
512-772-1371  |  www.marcusmohon.com
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   LITTLE 
BUNKHOUSE 
       on the Prairie

By Claudia Alarcon   Photography by Brian Mihealsick

A young family wanted a low maintenance weekend home in Harper, 

Texas, 23 miles west of Fredericksburg in Gillespie County. 

The idea was to take full advantage of the panoramic Hill Country 

views and build a space where family and friends could gather 

in a relaxed environment, both indoors and out.  



key in fitting all program items into the 
small footprint,” says Dax Morton, As-
sociate AIA with ooA. Inside, the open 
plan and vaulted wood-clad ceilings 
provide a sense of space and openness 
that offsets the size of the space. The 
home is surrounded by windows that 
provide plenty of natural light, as well 
as sweeping, unobstructed vistas from 
a secluded and privileged location.

As a firm dedicated to sustainability, 
ooA made full scale use of Faswall® 
ICFs (Composite Insulating Concrete 
Forms) covered in stucco for all exteri-
or walls. Faswall is a non-toxic, organic 
material manufactured with over 60 
percent recycled content that creates 
a high-performing building envelope. 
Highly resistant to mold, rot and decay, 
it provides an excellent insulation for 
minimal energy use. Its properties pre-
vent abrupt humidity and indoor tem-
perature swings, also creating a very 
quiet indoor environment. 

“The choice of composite insulat-
ing concrete forms (ICF) as the pri-
mary building material goes hand-in-
hand with the simple design and the 
owner’s desire to create an energy-
efficient home,” says Neel Morton. 
“Open cell spray-foam insulation in 
the rafters completes the highly effi-
cient thermal envelope. Careful con-
sideration of the HVAC system and 
duct layout within the thermal enve-
lope helps maintain the open ceilings, 
eliminating the need for fur downs or 
exposed ductwork.”

The team met the challenge of the 
primarily west view by locating the larger door and window 
openings within the front porch where a deep overhang pro-
vides sufficient shade. But the clever and aesthetically pleas-
ing addition of a movable panel of wooden slats allows the in-
terior kitchen and living areas to be shaded even more. The 
panel can simply be rolled where needed, depending on the 
time of day and season. A large window with southern expo-
sure also benefits from a wide overhanging awning. To the 
east, windows were kept to a minimum. “The entry drive and 
parking is located on the east side of the house to keep the 
main views to the west unobstructed,” says Dax. 

Minimalistic and low maintenance details are evident in 
other areas of the home. Concrete floors stained in shades 

he Office of Architecture (ooA), an award-
winning, design-oriented firm with over 
thirty years of experience, was tasked with 
creating a simple, elegant and efficient lay-
out for the family. The firm, led by Neel 
Morton, AIA, was responsible for site se-

lection, schematic design, and development and construction 
drawings. Built by Kenny Therrien Custom Homes, ooA stayed 
involved with the owners and builder during construction. 

The result is a modern yet cozy three-bedroom, two-and-
a-half-bath house contained in 1,425 square feet, featuring 
geometric shapes and elements that honor the German and 
Spanish architectural heritage of the area. “Efficiency was 
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of straw flow throughout the home, and 
polished concrete countertops in the 
kitchen, poured on-site, makes clean-up 
easy and are a nice contrast to the white 
stucco walls and wood ceilings, while co-
ordinating with stainless steel Samsung® 
appliances. The combination of cabinets 
and open shelving provide ample storage 
in a compact space. 

 One of the most notable uses of space is 
the offset staircase leading to the loft that 
houses a guest bedroom. “The alternating 
tread stairs were a key part of achieving the 
efficient footprint and layout of this small 
home as they allow for a steeper slope and 
smaller footprint than a traditional stair-
case,” explains Dax. At the top, the bedroom 
loft boasts a skylight for views of starry, 
starry nights.

Outside, landscaping is also low mainte-
nance. At the conclusion of the project, “the 
vegetation around the home was brought 
back to natural conditions. Gravel walks 
and drives around the home were used to 
this same affect,” says Dax.

While the entire project was a success-
ful study in minimalistic, energy efficient, 
low maintenance design, the combination 
of comfortable farmhouse style and bunk-
house amenities contrasts with vignettes of 
the striking white stucco form set against 
blue Texas skies and open green fields. It’s 
the perfect space for weekend retreats and 
allows the homeowners to enjoy their stun-
ning Hill Country property to its fullest. u

ARCHITECT   
Office of Architecture – Neel Morton, AIA
512-847-7600  |  www.ooarch.com
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For a husband who travels extensively and a wife 

expecting their second child, the young couple’s 

new home in Austin meant designing a kitchen 

and bath that could withstand the rigors of a 

busy life with no time for high maintenance. 

By Julie Catalano   Photography by John Bishop

he homeowners were adamant about du-
rability, especially where traffic would be 

especially heavy,” says Stephanie Villavicen-
cio, owner and head designer of Bella Villa 
Design Studio in Austin. In keeping with her 
overall minimal maintenance philosophy, “the 

wife did not want wood floors in the kitchen.” 
That request prompted one of the most pleasant surprises 

in the house, starting with the entry where guests are greeted 
with what looks like a rich, hand-scraped wood floor. “It’s ac-
tually Marazzi® tile in American Heritage Spice,” says Villavi-
cencio. Instead of using running bond (brick) style, “we laid it 
in thirds so it would look more like wood.” The long-wearing 
tile flows throughout most of the first floor.

Carrara marble is a favorite of the wife, but that too was 
quickly ruled out for widespread use, for practical reasons. 
“She actually uses her kitchen,” says Villavicencio, “and didn’t 
want the upkeep involved with marble, but wanted something 
that looked good.” Villavicencio had just the ticket: large scale 
thin format porcelain by Concept Surfaces in Titan Bianco 
Venato Extra Polished for the impressively oversized kitchen 

island. Fired at a very high temp, “it doesn’t chip as easily as 
ceramic tile, is super durable and stain resistant.” 

Often used in commercial applications like lobby walls in 
hotels and office buildings, the thin format porcelain comes 
in 60 x 120-inch slabs — this one was trimmed and adhered 
to a plywood base — making the island “one of the biggest 
we’d ever worked with.” A built-in sink, dishwasher and lots 
of storage adds to the island’s functionality and is a popular 
landing place for family and friends. Overhead lighting pen-
dants are Murray Feiss in polished nickel, a versatile mate-
rial “we love using,” says Villavicencio. “It seems to adapt to 
whatever is around it.” 

The backsplash consists of 6 x 24-inch linear tile punctuated 
by lines of decorative mosaic that combines glass and stone. 

T

Keeping  
 it Clean 

design | Bella Villa Design Studio

“
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Custom drawers and cabinetry, including glass-front display 
cabinets, are atop more counters made of the same thin for-
mat porcelain, and counters down the hall that are used for 
extra buffet space when entertaining. A gracefully arched 
front-facing window provides lovely views when prepping on 
the long stretch of yet more counter space underneath. High-
end Thermador® appliances like the double wall oven, stain-
less refrigerator/freezer and gas range complete the luxurious 
and high functioning kitchen.  

Upstairs, the master bath is a study in simplicity — the 
better to clean it. Here, too, says Villavicencio, “the home-
owners really loved the look of pristine white marble with-
out the maintenance, and we accomplished that by using 

porcelain tile in the walk-in shower.” Called Deluxe, in 
White Polish, the 12 x 24-inch tiles sourced from American 
Tile were laid in a herringbone pattern in the spacious show-
er. Outside the shower are separate toilet facilities on either 
side. Neither of the couple takes baths, but the children’s 
room down the hall has a nearby Jack and Jill bathroom 
with tub and matching vanities, and there is a full size sauna 
near the downstairs game room. 

The coveted Carrara marble makes an appearance in the 
hexagon backsplash on the vanity. The fine Italian marble 
from the Bianco Carrara Gioia collection highlights the popu-
lar look of white stone with signature grey veining; it gave 
the homeowners the sophistication they wanted without the 

48  HOME DESIGN & DECOR AUSTIN-SAN ANTONIO   |   FEBRUARY / MARCH 2018



hassle. Yes, it has to be sealed, says Villavicencio, “but it’s 
not like you’re setting things on it like a countertop.” Some 
clients, she explains, “love marble and the way it wears, and 
don’t care if it has some ‘character.’ It’s more of what works 
for your family and the way you live.” For this family, a back-
splash gave them the best of both worlds — elegant and easy 
to preserve.

Practicality reigns in the Silestone® vanity countertop 
in Yukon Blanco by Cosentino®, described as “super easy 
to clean” by Villavicencio. The nonporous quartz surface 
is highly resistant to staining by oil, makeup, coffee, wine 
and other everyday substances. “Again, we wanted to de-
liver the look without the maintenance,” says Villavicencio.  
Overhead illumination is provided by a Murray Feiss three-
light vanity fixture in Brushed Steel from the Sullivan Col-
lection. The floor is a porcelain tile in dark charcoal with a 
hint of metallic.   

The kitchen and bath project made full use of timeless 
trends, says Villavicencio, much to the satisfaction of clients 
who knew exactly what they wanted from the start. “The all-
white look is still hot, so that is the look we went for in both 
spaces. It’s a minimalist, clean looking aesthetic that remains 
popular for many homeowners.” u 

BELLA VILLA DESIGN STUDIO
512-443-3200  |  www.bellavillads.com



A young San Antonio family custom built their new home to fit in among the 

historic cottages in Alamo Heights with one prerequisite: Their once-in-a-lifetime 

home had to have a dream kitchen with up-to-the-minute amenities. 

By Julie Catalano   Photography by Misha Hettie Photography

Crafting Charm 
     and Luxury

design | Bradshaw Designs LLC
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he goal was to have 
the charm and 

character of an old 
home, but with a mod-
ern twist,” says interi-
or designer Catherine 

Bowen Reed, ASID, IIDA, NCIDQ, of 
Bradshaw Designs of San Antonio. 
Building in the cottage district of one 
of the city’s oldest neighborhoods, 
“they didn’t want their house to stick 
out.” Traditional Craftsman style was 
the perfect exterior aesthetic that ul-

timately translated easily to the interior — starting with the 
kitchen design. 

“The kitchen was very important to them,” says Reed. 
“They love to entertain, and they wanted an open floor plan 
for the space.” The adjacent great room and the kitchen were 
connected, says Reed, by “creating an axis” between the vent 
hood custom made by Texas Lightsmith of Austin and the fire-
place in the living area. “That was the starting point for the 
design. They wanted functional and practical, but beautiful.” 

Next, storage. Moving from a smaller home to this new, 
just under 3,500-square-foot abode, the homeowners needed 
ample kitchen storage addressed from the start. Craftsman-
style details emerged with flat panels on roomy cabinets and 
drawers painted in Sherwin-Williams® Repose Gray. The 
homeowners liked the look so much it was repeated in the 

living area and beyond. Reed modernized the traditional style 
with six-foot sleek painted wall panels on almost the entire 
first floor. Wall paint throughout the four-bedroom, three-and-
a-half bath, two-story home (except the baths) is Pure White 
by Sherwin-Williams. 

Another kitchen must-have was the eye-catching island. 
Measuring almost 5 by 8 feet with built-in storage, the island 
embodies a bold paint color choice with Benjamin Moore® 
Celtic Green and a rich, solid walnut plank countertop from 
Alamo Hardwoods. Overhead lighting shines from dark 
bronze pendants from Visual Comfort & Co. Leather barstools 
are from Crate & Barrel. 

The attention-getting island is in stark contrast to the pale 
cabinets and gleaming countertops in Sea Pearl Quartzite — 
a juxtaposition that was carefully planned, says Reed. “The 
‘Bradshaw look’ of our signature kitchen design is typically 
light, bright and airy, so we did the light gray and natural 
stone in the kitchen. But we also wanted to amp it up a bit 
with dark hardware, bronze lighting and dark-rimmed win-
dows, giving it a timeless appeal with the fresh, updated vibe 
that our clients wanted.” 

Appliances by Wolf® and Sub-Zero® — 48-inch refrig-
erator, 48-inch range, steam oven, microwave drawer and 
under counter wine storage — give the couple what Reed 
describes as “their first grownup kitchen. They were ready 
for really high-end materials and did not cut corners.” They 
also installed a Shaws Original apron sink, made in England 
and handcrafted with a fireclay surface. Hardwood floors in 

T“
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four-inch oak plank complete the rich look, accented by a 
custom runner. 

A warm, welcoming atmosphere is created by layered light-
ing that includes under cabinet lighting, practical surface 
lighting for tasks and in-ceiling lighting to illuminate the en-
tire space. The bar is topped by glass-front cabinets that give 
a clear view of their contents along with easy access to wine 
storage below. To the left of the bar is a family favorite — a 
spacious pantry with more counter space and storage for sta-
ples and snacks, and a place for the blender that gets a regular 
workout making quick and healthy smoothies. 

Reed says the kitchen is already becoming the gather-
ing place for their growing family. She recently witnessed 
a heartwarming scene: “When the kids were brought home 
from school, the first thing they did was run into the kitchen 
and climb on the barstools. That was their go-to place.” From 
there, the kitchen flows easily to the living area, where cus-

tom hickory armchairs are upholstered in a black and white 
geometric zig zag for a “fun and funky” touch to a timeless 
rolled arm style, says Reed. One of Reed’s favorite features 
of the space is “the way the kitchen and living spaces play 
with each other.” 

The homeowners couldn’t be happier, says Reed. “They 
were a delight to work with, always open to design input.” 
The feeling was mutual, as a project that started with the 
kitchen ended up a whole house design that focused on 
“Craftsman-cozy and homey, but relevant to their lifestyle.” 
Thrilled to have the luxury kitchen of their dreams, the fam-
ily has settled in for the long haul. “They wanted something 
they could live in forever,” says Reed, “and this is their for-
ever home.” u 

BRADSHAW DESIGNS LLC
210-824-1535  |  www.bradshawdesigns.com 
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HIDDEN 
    HOMESTEAD

By Mauri Elbel   
Photography by Andrea Calo



hen I meet 
Christina and 

Jose Canales 
and their two 

children, an ani-
mated five-year-old 

daughter and wide-eyed seven-month-old 
son, it feels as if we are far away from Aus-
tin although my odometer tells me we’re 
less than a mile from the highway. Located 
along a creek and bordered by parks and 
city-owned land, there are no neighbors in 
sight from their slice of rural paradise just 
a stone’s throw from Austin’s bustle. The couple, a graphic de-
signer and an interior designer, like to think of their land as a 
one-in-a-million find.

“You just can’t help but feel at peace out here,” Christina 
tells me inside of their studio, a two-story white stucco box 
designed by Arbib Hughey Design and built by 360 Degree 
Construction that’s tucked into the trees and treads lightly 
on the serene landscape. 

Wrapped entirely in white stucco, 
the studio doubles as a guest house and 
work space for their business, Canales 
& Co, and represents the first in a series 
of buildings to be constructed to create 
their forever homestead. Eventually, the 
1950’s house where they currently reside 
will be torn down. In its place will be a 
series of volumes Arbib Hughey designed 
to complement the studio, which will hug 
the existing pool and a new courtyard, 
fully accommodating the Canales’ work-
at-home lifestyle. 

Before embarking on the residential portion of the proj-
ect, the couple wanted to move forward with a studio space 
where they could work at home while enjoying a degree of 
separation from where they live. But because the city of 
Sunset Valley required a site plan for the entire property, 
it forced everyone into thinking beyond the studio. The de-
sign-minded couple says they’ve always been drawn to the 
clean, minimalist look of modern design, but they also have 

W

Christina Canales drove past the hidden gem property her family now calls home for five years, 

hunting for lots listed for sale or rumored to be going on the market soon.  

 “I liked the seclusion of this neighborhood,” she says of the area surrounding the nearly two-acre parcel 

she and her husband purchased in Sunset Valley, the less-than-800-population town nestled in South 

Austin. “You feel like you are in the country but you have access to the city just at the end of the road.”
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a strong appreciation of Spanish architec-
ture influenced mainly by cultural ties. 

“We have a lot of family in New Mexico, 
and we have always been drawn to both 
Spanish architecture and modern archi-
tecture,” says Christina. “Sometimes 
modern feels a little too sterile to us, and 
we felt like the Spanish twist was some-
thing that was relevant to our family and 
our tastes.”

Ed Hughey says the concept was simple 
and straight-forward: to build a white cube 
in a green space. But pondering how to 
carve the cube and balance modern design 
with Spanish influences while taking into 
consideration everything from solar orientation to building re-
strictions yielded a simple yet rich result. 

“We wanted to mix their love for modern architec-
ture with traditional Spanish architecture by introducing 
arched openings, paned windows, white stucco, and by ar-
ranging each of the volumes in a way that feels organic and 
developed over a longer period of time,” says Hughey. “It 
was a very collaborative project, which allowed us to create 

something specific and unique to Jose 
and Christina.”

Coming up with a program that would 
suit what the clients wanted didn’t come 
without its challenges. Creek floodplain 
and watershed protection restrictions 
drove the program of the office and the fu-
ture main house in terms of both placement 
and size. In addition, Sunset Valley building 
codes restrict the size of conditioned sec-
ondary buildings to 1,000 square feet with 
a 600-square-foot maximum footprint. The 
only solution, says Hughey, was to go up. 

But even with a modest 600-square-foot 
footprint, the two-story building would have 

exceeded the size restrictions with 1,200 square feet of con-
ditioned space. Arbib Hughey remedied the obstacle by incor-
porating an unconditioned outdoor vestibule that acts as both 
entry porch and stairwell, creating a transitional indoor/out-
door space that’s typical of Spanish architecture. The studio’s 
windows work in concert with one another, some acting as sig-
nifiers to visitors with others maintaining a visual connection 
to the future house. The design of the building also acts as a 
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self-shading device preventing harsh sun from coming into the 
studio even during the hottest summer days while allowing soft 
light and constant outdoor views to filter inside without a need 
for window treatments. 

“Ed and Ben took a lot of things into consideration that we 
wouldn’t have thought of,” says Jose. “They really listened to 
us and came up with a design solution that worked way better 

than what I envisioned. There are lots of little moments. But 
there are lots of reasons why those moments are there and 
they turned into really nice design features.”

 Upstairs, workstations are custom built by Philip Morley 
Furniture to fit the space while the downstairs area features 
a cozy living, kitchen and bathroom space for visiting family. 
Walls wrapped in Douglas Fir provide intimate warmth while 
generous mullioned windows with wood frames painted black 
reference a modernized version of the paned windows of 
Spanish architecture. A corner window carved into the kitch-
en connects the interiors to the site –– a move repeated with 
the second floor oculus and south patio. An arched entry in 
the façade adds visual interest to the simple box, while a con-
crete tile wall at the stairwell serves as an accent feature and 
wayfinding tool for visitors. 

Crafted with a palette of simple materials –– stucco, pol-
ished concrete floors downstairs, oak floors upstairs, brick 
floors at the entry and warm woods –– the design leaves 
room for custom touches and details throughout the inti-
mate living quarters downstairs and light-filled treehouse-
like space upstairs.

 “There is a sense of coolness, protection and privacy you 
get from the outside,” Hughey says. “But there are a couple 
of unique surprises you don’t see until you are in the space.”

 For the Canales family, the studio is everything they want-
ed and beyond what they envisioned –– just like the serene 
and secluded spot it sits on.

 “I just don’t know that we’d find this anywhere else,” says 
Jose. “Fox and deer come through here all the time and we 
see owls in the fall and summer. But all we have to do is go 
to the end of the road and we are at Central Market. We are 
finally comfortable saying this is home for life and investing 
into making this our home for life.” u

ARCHITECT   Arbib Hughey Design
512-362-8878  |  www.arbibhughey.com
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 “I started building cabinets out of my truck; building in-
house. I was building homes, too, but other builders wanted 
my cabinets so it became necessary to set up shop,” says King. 
That shop eventually grew out of the original Stein Lumber 
building in Fredericksburg, Texas, built in the 1920s. “There 
used to be a train that went right through the building,” 
amuses King. Here you will find 3,000 square feet of King-
Wood’s furniture grade custom cabinetry designs displayed 
in vignettes to inspire, a designer to aid in selection, in-house 

CRAFTSMANSHIP 
      IS KING

As a third generation craftsman, Greg King of KingWood Fine 

Cabinetry has a 40+ year history of creating quality custom cabinets.

Now, the fourth generation of Kings is at the helm, with son Dana 

running the plant and daughter Marci managing the showroom. 

And what a showroom it is. 

installers that travel Texas, and unparalleled 
customer service that rounds out their cli-
ents’ experiences.

Custom cabinet styles range from con-
temporary to Old World and everything in 
between, with finishes of automotive qual-
ity and hardware that carries a lifetime war-
ranty. Their finishes are special, indeed. In 
particular, Dana developed a process that 
is pearlized, a formula that can’t be dupli-
cated even after consulting with Sherwin-
Williams®, their exclusive product vendor, to 
streamline the process. Inside, cabinet and 
drawer systems are also customized. Step 
outside the kitchen and discover how custom 
cabinetry defines and enhances other areas 
such as wine rooms, studies, mud rooms, 
baths and closet systems.

King still plays a big role in the family busi-
ness. “I still do a lot of measuring,” he says. 
Building and installing cabinets across Texas 
and from San Francisco to New York, this role 
has kept him busy. King flies out himself for 
out-of-state projects, beforehand for measur-
ing and afterwards to oversee installation.

In-between these two phases, he says, 
“Before we ever cut and glue, we go through 
a series of CAD drawings for each client to 
approve. It takes longer to prepare than to 
build.” It’s this structured process that guar-
antees perfection from concept to installation.

With a streamlined business model and 
an unsurpassed quality product, King is po-
sitioned to expand. “There are only about 
five high-end quality cabinet makers that we 
compete with globally,” he says. His plans to 
incorporate an out-of-state dealer program 
is underway, but stresses how particular he 
will be when selecting those to partner with. 
“We will qualify all dealers and installers; we 
will teach them how to do it.” Rest assured, 
all custom design and construction will still 

take place in their Fredericksburg facility. “Craftsmanship goes 
away when things are automated.”

That’s one thing that will never change. Stemming from a 
family of talented wood craftsmen, with an eye on the future 
and an unyielding passion, King sums it up, “We set the pace. 
We’re setting the bar higher and higher.” u

KINGWOOD FINE CABINETRY
830-990-0565  |  www.kingwoodcabinets.com

Photography courtesy of KingWood Fine Cabinetry

C U S T O M  C A B I N E T R Y
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   A FAIR TO 
REMEMBER

department | fabulous finds

With a theme of “Confluence of Civilizations in the Americas,” 
the official World’s Fair known as HemisFair ran from April 6 to 
October 6, 1968 in downtown San Antonio, welcoming six million 
visitors who strolled among dozens of international pavilions and 
exhibits from science and industry, enjoyed live performances, 
boarded the futuristic monorail, and rode a glass elevator to the 
deck of the 750-foot Tower of the Americas to see the entire spec-
tacle from above. It was a $156 million project that began in 1965 
when the Bureau International de Expositions (BIE) bestowed of-
ficial fair status on the Alamo City. Politicians, celebrities and mo-
guls organized, strategized and mobilized to make the fair a reality.

“If you think about a world’s fair, it’s about people coming 
from all over to a place where they can show off their coun-
try,” says Drew Hicks, communications 
manager for Hemisfair, the ongoing urban 
redevelopment project by Hemisfair Park 
Area Redevelopment Corporation (HPARC) 
on roughly 40 acres of the original 96.2 acre 
fairground. “We sat down in early 2017 and 
started thinking about what we really want-
ed to do for the 50th.”

The result is “Viva Hemisfair! A 50th Anni-
versary Celebration” that begins on April 6, 
2018 — 50 years to the day of the fair’s open-
ing. This time around it will be “all about the diverse people who 
make San Antonio special,” says Hicks. “The indigenous people 
who have been here since time immemorial, multigenerational 
families, all the way to recent arrivals.” 

The free three-day celebration in the Hemisfair district will have 
cultural zones for Americana, Mexico, Spain, France, Italy, Germa-
ny, Africa, the Middle East and Asia, featuring local and area resi-
dents with a connection to those heritage traditions. Live music, 
pop up performances, cultural and artistic demonstrations, food, 
drink and interactive activities promise a colorful and informative 
weekend. Five historic homes will be mini museum exhibits, in-
cluding one commemorating the downtown residential neighbor-
hood uprooted and displaced by HemisFair, and one focusing on 
national and world events  during the late 1960s, inarguably one of 
the most troubled and turbulent times in American history. 

“We want it to be retro and fun,” says Hicks, “but we also 
want it to be an event from 2018 where people can have a deep, 
authentic experience.” To prepare, the team pulled the UTSA 

special archives collection and “started digging through stuff 
and began to put ideas to paper. It was an amazing process.” 

Christopher Medina knows all about digging for HemisFair 
stuff. The Wisconsin native didn’t even exist in 1968 (“I missed it 
by 10 years and a half dozen states”) but when his family moved 
to San Antonio in the 1980s, the history buff was inexplicably 
drawn to the “local” World’s Fair that so many remembered so 
fondly. His interest turned into a passion for all things Hemis-
Fair, and on April 6, 2011, he launched www.worldsfair68.info, 
a collection of images and reminiscences from those who were 
there. “I’m fascinated by how much the city changed from 
one event,” he says, “everything from changing the emphasis 
of buildings from street view to river view, the rise of tourism, 

even the hotels that were built.” 
Unquestionably, the most famous hotel to 

come out of the fair was the Hilton Palacio del 
Rio, known for its legendary marvel of modu-
lar engineering that gave San Antonians the 
unforgettable sight of individual hotel rooms 
lifted by crane and carefully placed on a tow-
er across from the fairgrounds. Designed by 
Cerna & Garza Architects and built by con-
struction mogul H.B. “Pat” Zachry, “the ho-
tel had to be open by the World’s Fair,” says 

Robert Thrailkill, general manager of Hilton Palacio del Rio. By 
building the nearly 500 rooms off site — “fully furnished minus 
the TV, all that was left was to hook up the water” — they made 
the deadline.  u
For more info on Viva Hemisfair! April 6-8, 2018: 
www.hemisfair.org, 210.709.4750.

IT WAS 50 YEARS AGO TODAY
HemisFair ‘68 isn’t the only one hitting the big 5-0. The UTSA 

Institute of Texan Cultures (ITC) — one of the original fair struc-
tures — has a three-day schedule of activities beginning Friday, 
April 6: an opening ceremony, 50th anniversary retrospective 
exhibit of HemisFair ‘68, the premiere of their new “dome 
show,” and over the weekend the Back 40 outdoor education will 
feature living historians, exhibit interpreters and performances.
For the ITC calendar and more info: 
www.texancultures.com/itc50, 210-458-2300.

For those who were there, HemisFair ‘68 

will always evoke vivid shared memories 

of San Antonio’s seminal moment on the 

world stage. For those who weren’t, the 

50th anniversary celebration this April 

might be the next best thing. 
By Julie Catalano   

Photography courtesy of www.hemisfair.org

PREFABRICATED ROOM STACKED 1967
COURTESY HILTON PALACIO DEL RIO
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Last year, we saw the rise of black stain-
less steel as trendy kitchens incorporated 
the sleek metal into their designs. In 
2018, we’re taking it one step further and 
making everything matte black.

It’s almost difficult to call it a trend: it’s 
been growing in popularity over the past 
few years, waiting for manufacturers to 
produce quality products. Now it’s every-
where, and for good reason. Matte black 
radiates simple luxury, compared to its 
glossy counterpart, making it a favorite 
across age groups and design aesthetics. 
And a matte finish accentuates an object’s 
form, elevating it to artistic status.

While black accents tend to be bolder 
than other colors, matte finishes are dra-
matically toned down. Consider incor-
porating small touches like matte black 
tools, appliances, dinnerware, canisters and other ceramics to 
add flair to your kitchen. Want to take it to the next level? Add 
a statement-maker like a matte black farm sink or refrigerator, 
or even an entire appliance suite. A rich coat of paint on your 
cabinetry accented with warm wood tones is another popular 
choice. For the daring, matte black accent walls add architectur-
al interest to a room, and a Shou Sugi Ban (a Japanese technique 
of burning the surface of certain types of wood to give it a rich 
black finish and protect the wood from the elements, especially 
exteriors) accent wall brings in texture.

 This color goes great in bathrooms, too. Matte black fixtures, 
lighting, towel rings, soap dispensers and other accessories 
bring the softness of this trend into many design styles. Go all 
in with a larger application such as wall paint and cabinets, or 
select a striking matte black tub as a focal point.

 Keep in mind that matte black accents and appliances blend 
well with almost any other surface, allowing other colors to pop 
in contrast, and lends itself well to more than simply minimalis-
tic design styles. Even matte white is showing up in home acces-
sories. It’s safe to say, matte is where it’s at. u

To find a professional remodeler in Austin or San Antonio, 
visit www.austinnari.org or www.remodelsanantonio.org.

TRENDING:
MATTE BLACK

REMODELER’S ADVICE

MARTHA BIZZELL, 
Executive Director, 
NARI San Antonio

KAYVON LEATH,
Executive Director,

 Austin NARI

ALPHA GRANITE & TILE is proud to bring you 

MaxFine, the original large format porcelain panels. 

MaxFine opens up a new dimension in horizontal 

and vertical surfaces. This technology allows you 

to cover large areas with minimal grout lines and the 

most beautiful colors and designs in the world. 

Bring the veins of Calacatta Marble to life with the 

durability of MaxFine Porcelain Panels. 

Gone are the days of stains and the need of sealers to 

protect your marble surfaces. MaxFine brings it all to life!

CALL US TODAY FOR MORE INFO. 

915 W. Howard Ln., Austin, TX 78753

512-834-8746

www.alphagraniteaustin.com





John Grable Architects Honored at 
AIA San Antonio People + Place Awards

John Grable Architects received an Honorable Mention for 
the project titled “Green Light,” a home that reflects Gra-
ble’s philosophy of celebrating the relationship of man and 
nature. The Place Awards recognize design excellence and 
help increase public awareness of the importance of archi-
tecture in everyday life. The new People Awards celebrate 
professional achievement and community leadership of dis-
tinguished chapter members.

Local Firms Selected as Winners of the 
2017 Residential Architect Design Awards

A.Gruppo Architects and Alterstudio were named among 
the 18 winners nationwide of the Residential Architect De-
sign Awards, which celebrate exceptional residential design. 
Their projects were described as encompassing an incred-
ibly high level of, and attention to, craft. www.agruppo.com, 
www.alterstudio.net

design

SPOTLIGHT
Palmer Early Brings Lighting Design to ATX

Nellcote Studios is a lighting design workshop under 
the artistic direction of Austin native, Palmer Earley. After 
years of living abroad, Earley has returned to his home in 
Texas and is exploding on the Austin design scene. His col-
lection features handmade designs incorporating materi-
als like brass, marble and lucite, and includes desk lamps, 
chandeliers, pendants and sconces. Prices in the collection 
range from $150 to $6,400.  Bravo Interior Design will be the 
first to carry the brand in Texas. www.bravointeriordesign, 
www.sonderliving.com/collections/nellcotte-studio

Boerne Kitchens and Baths Received its 
Fifth Consecutive “Best of Houzz” 
Customer Service Award

Founded six years ago, Boerne Kitchens and Baths has al-
ways specialized in bringing expertise to homeowners seek-
ing guidance in remodeling / updating their homes. Keeping 
current with the latest products and trends, they aim to help 
the client navigate the myriad of confusing choices and de-
velop a plan suited for their needs and desires in updating 
their home. www.boernekitchensandbaths.com

JOHN GRABLE ARCHITECTS, 
PHOTO BY DROR BALDINGER

A.GRUPPO ARCHITECTS, 
PHOTO BY DROR BALDINGER
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arts and culture

SPOTLIGHT
Helmut Barnett 
Wally Workman Gallery
March 10-31
Artist Talk, March 8, 6:00pm
Reception, March 10, 6:00-8:00pm

Helmut Barnett has been a part of 
the Austin art community for over 40 
years. This upcoming show exemplifies 
the range of Barnett’s talent, featuring 
geometric and organic forms on large 
canvases as well as large scale collages 
incorporating found material. 
www.wallyworkmangallery.com

Helmut Barnett, Transformed 
acrylic and collage on panel, 55 x 49

Conference on the Tricentennial
Witte Museum   March 23-24

In honor of San Antonio’s Tricentennial 
Celebration, the Witte Museum is hosting 
a two-day conference that will examine 
the three centuries of San Antonio history. 
Reservations required for each event.
www.wittemuseum.org
FRIDAY, MARCH 23:

Lecture: The Land of Water, First Resi-
dents of Béxar, Spanish Conquests, Early 
Family, San Antonio Missions, the Battle 
of Medina, Becoming Texans, Tejano Life 
and the Alamo

Luncheon: Blanca López de Mariscal 
and Paloma Vargas, Instituto Tecnológico 
de Monterrey
SATURDAY, MARCH 24:

Lecture: Cattle Drives, Families, San An-
tonio Industry, Civil War, Food Traditions, 
Spanish Language Media, Music, Mexican 
Revolution, the World Wars and Labor

Luncheon: The Honorable Joe R. 
Straus, Speaker of the Texas House of 
Representatives

Common Currents: 
300 Years-300 Artists

In celebration of San Antonio’s Tri-
centennial year, six downtown orga-
nizations will partner to present an 
exhibition that will illuminate the 300 
years of their hometown’s history. 
Common Currents is a diverse show-
case of San Antonio’s history as told 
and rewritten by more than 300 visual 
and performing artists. 
www.commoncurrents.org

EXHIBITION DATES
Artpace San Antonio
January 18 - March 4
Blue Star Contemporary
February 1 - May 7
Southwest School of Art
February 15 - April 22
Guadalupe Cultural Arts Center
March 1 - April 29
Carver Community Cultural Center
March 15
Mexican Cultural Institute
March 29 - May 7

Analy Diego ICONS
AnArte Gallery & Studio
Reception, March 1, 6:00-8:00pm
Show runs through March 31

Painting since the age of six, Analy 
is an Architecture and Design in-
structor with a B.S. in Interior De-
sign and a Masters in Architecture. She continues to expand her 
artistic knowledge through her teaching methods, and draws 
inspiration from different color theorists and architects such as 
Josef Albers, Charles and Ray Eames and Frank Lloyd Wright. 
However, references to contemporary subjects and current so-
cial issues frequently appear in her work. A portion of proceeds 
from sales will benefit the Landa Gardens Conservancy. 
www.anartegallery09.com

Texas Masters at InSight Gallery
Reception with the artists, March 2, 6:00-8:00pm
Show runs through March 31

Fredericksburg’s InSight Gallery is proud to host their 9th 
annual Texas Masters show featuring new works by the finest 
Texas artists living and working today, each with their own 

unique voice but collectively as 
diverse as the state of Texas. At 
one of the most popular shows 
of the year, expect over 40 new 
works from 21 artists. 
www.insightgallery.com

George Hallmark, Las Flores, 
oil, 24 x 20
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ASSOCIATIONS
Austin NARI

www.austinnari.org

512-375-2601

NARI San Antonio

www.remodelsanantonio.org

210-826-7200

CUSTOM CABINETRY & DESIGN
KingWood Fine Cabinetry

www.kingwoodcabinets.com

830-990-0565

CUSTOM GLASS
Wimberley Glassworks

www.wgw.com

512-393-3316

CUSTOM METAL WORK
Architectural Metal Solutions/

Magnolia Doors

www.ams-gr.com

210-366-0490

GRANITE, STONE & FLOORING
Alpha Granite & Tile

www.alphagraniteaustin.com

512-834-8746

Timeless Interiors

www.timelessinteriorstx.com

512-835-8453

HOME BUILDER
Dalgleish Construction Company

www.dalgleish.net

512-346-8554

HOME REMODELING
Adams Company

www.adamscompany.biz

512-785-7226

Boerne Kitchens and Baths

www.boernekitchensandbaths.com

830-446-1506

 

CROSS

www.cross-tx.com

210-826-7200

 

 INTERIOR DESIGN
Bella Villa Design

www.bellavillads.com

512-443-3200

Bradshaw Designs

www.bradshawdesigns.com

210-824-1535

KITCHEN & BATH
Cosentino Center Austin

www.northamericacosentinocenter.com

512-386-7791

Expressions Home Gallery

www.expressionshomegallery.com

Austin: 512-454-4526

San Antonio: 210-349-7878

Ferguson Bath, Kitchen & Lighting Gallery

www.fergusonshowrooms.com

Austin: 512-445-5140

San Antonio: 210-344-3013

ShelfGenie

www.shelfgenie.com/san-antonio

888-491-6191

LANDSCAPING
Acacia Landscape and Design

www.acacialandscapeanddesign.com

830-816-3200

LIGHTING
Lights Fantastic

www.lightsfantastic.com

512-452-9511

LUMBER
Guido Doors, Windows, Millwork

www.guidolumber.com

210-344-8321

OUTDOOR LIVING
Acme Brick

Austin: brick.com/aus

 512-244-7600

San Antonio: brick.com/sat

 210-493-2612

POOLS
Anthony Sylvan Pools

www.loveourpools.com

888-495-1537

Liquid Assets

www.liquidassets-pools.com

Austin: 512-444-5444

San Antonio: 210-680-7665

WINDOWS & DOORS
The Front Door Company

www.thefrontdoorco.com

Austin: 512-459-9034

San Antonio: 210-340-3141

Guido Doors, Windows, Millwork

www.guidolumber.com

210-344-8321

Premier Windows & Doors

www.premierwindowsatx.com

512-553-4102

WINDOW COVERINGS 
& AWNINGS
Austintatious Blinds and Shutters

www.austintatiousblinds.com

512-608-0302

Texas Sun & Shade

www.txsunandshade.com

512-402-0990

A D V E R T I S E R  I N D E X
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Austintatious Blinds and Shutters
12918 Shops Pkwy Ste 700
Bee Caves, Texas 78738

M-F: 9:00 am - 6:00 pm
Sat: 10:00 am - 5:00 pm
Sun: Closed
512-608-0302
www.austintatiousshutters.com

Call now for a free consultation or come by
our state-of-the-art showroom!




